Other Professional Use of Computers
The frequency with which computers are used for a variety of other professional uses is displayed in Table 7 . On the whole, they are occasionally employed in professional work (grand mean = 2.11). As might be expected, the FUPE group used computers most frequently and the OCC group least frequently (Table 7 , the significant group main effect). The significant item main effect indicates that there are differences in the frequency with which computers are used. They are used most frequently for word processing (mean = 3.10) and least frequently for keeping schedules (mean = 1.66) and managing inventories (mean = 1.44).
Conclusions
The Sample and Measures The diabetes educators who completed this survey were highly educated, with over 80% having college degrees and the great majority being certified diabetes educators. The respondents were also very experienced patient educators, averaging over 10 years in patient education and more than eight years in diabetes education. The sample was balanced in terms of computer use, with about half the sample reporting frequent computer use, the other half using them only occasionally or not at all. Given the respondents' level of education and experience as diabetes educators, this group was an appropriate one to query regarding computer use in diabetes education.
Although this study was not primarily measurement research, some attention was paid to the psychometric properties of the measures employed in the survey. The fairly high reliabilities of these scales and the high correspondence found with expected differences among the three groups in Tables 6 and 7 concerning their own use of computers. Table 6 indicates that the highest reported use in patient education is for statistical analysis and for keeping patient education records. However, the mean scores for the highest use and the most frequent users are below the midpoint (occasional use) on the scale. This is in contrast to their use (Table 7) 
